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INDORSING THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

The following resolution was
unanimously adopted by the J 6th
National Encampment, Sons of Vet-

erans :

RESOLVED, Tlfat the thanks of
the Commander-in-Chie-f and all Sons
of Veterans are due, and are hereby

warmly tendered to, that patriotic and j

NATIONAL TRIBUNE, Washington,
D. C, for the valued and earnest
support it has given m, and that we

commend that patriotic journal and
warmly urge every brother of the Order
to give it willing aid and sutport.
Your committee believe that the good
that that paper has done, and will
continue to do, our cause cannot be

fittingly expressed in words, and we,

therefore, uige practical support for
THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

- - - -

SPAIN'S 'l'OSlTI ON IN CUBA.

Sensational reports have found their

"way past the cordon of darkness that

envelopes Cuba, and a shock to the

public mind in Spain is the result. The

Cubans have captured a fortress in San-

tiago de Cuba, with artillery, infantry

and cavalry in such force that "Teyler

has called for more men from Spain.

In fact, the Captain-Gener- al practically

admits that he is lost in the eastern

provinces without aid from the home

Government Victoria de las Tunas has

fallen, Bayamo is besieged, and the

Cauto, the only navigable river in the

island, is lined with the blue-aud-whi- te

flag of the insurgents.

VTeyler's call for reinforcements has

at last created a revulsion in Spain, and

the leading papers of the country join

in the cry "not another man, not an-

other peseta " for Cuba. It is pointed

out that Cuba is not worth the holding if
to keep it it must become a Spanish

cemetery. The Spanish people have

given freely to their last rial and have

Eeen their sons die like sheep in the

vain effort to crush the spirit of freedom

in the rebellious province.

The beginning of the end has come.

The resources of the country are ex-

hausted. It is well enough to say Spain

will give no more. She cannot She

has it not to give and cannot borrow a

dollar more to spend in a fruitless strug--1

gle. 'The Fabian poHcy of Gomez has

practical!- - worked out the end he pre-

dicted. He has exhausted his foe. The

Spanish papers practically admit this,

and the British press is unanimous in

the declaration that Cuba is lost to

Spain. The day of which Lopez,

Cespedes, Marti and Maceo dreamed for

50 vcars and eave their lives is dawn- -

ing at last

"Wj! present on the first page a repro-

duction of one of Prang's chromatic
war views, the Final Charge at AVinches--

ier, or Opoquan. Tins splcndiu set of
pictures is a memorable contribution io
the histoiy of the rebellion, and should
be seen in colors to be fully appreciated.

The reproduction is by permission of
Messrs, L. Prang & Co., of Boston, by
whom the picture is cmyrighted.

Tin: great coal strike, so far as Ohio,

western Pennsylvania and West Vir-giui- a

are concerned, seems to be practi-
cally settled, with a substantial victory
for the miners. In the meantime, how-

ever, it is estimated that the men have
lost 4,500,000 in wages.

It is pretty safe to say that the an-

nexation treaty has before this been rati-

fied at Honolulu and the next mail will

bring news of the formal consent of the
Hawaiian Republic io enter the mother
Union.
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Tins SONS OF VETERANS.

The National Encampment of the

Sous of Veterans, which was held last
week at Indianapolis, was the largest

one in the history of the Order, and in

many respects the most satisfactory. It
is unfortunate that it could not have

had the whole Nation for spectators at

its jiroceedings, for it won the unstinted

praise and confidence of all those who i

actually came in contact with the mem-

bers, and felt the spirit which actuated

them. The Encampment was made up

of an exceptionally fine body of earn-

est, able men, substantially all of

whom have already won success in

other walks of life, and who met

together to consider how to advance the

interests of their Order, and to give it

the greatest strength and the best in-

fluence upon the destinies of the country.

They are men who have had loyalty to

the Government and zeal for the highest

advancement of our institutions instilled

into them as the supreme duty of man-

hood. It is something that passes be-

yond the domain of sentiment, if there

can be such a thing, for it has become a

law of their being, just as it became with

their fathers. They are earnest, ever--da-
y

men, who consider practical, feasible

methods for what they desire to see ac-

complished.

The Grand Army of the Republic has

more reason than anybody else to rejoice

over this. They can feel a just pride in

the sons of their loins. They can con-

gratulate themselves that such splendid

men sprang from them, and rise up to

do them honor. They can feel an in-

tense patriotic satisfaction that the work

they have thus far carried on is being

taken up, as their hands relax, by men

in every way worthy of the duty, and

who will perform it with no less unself-

ish zeal.

There was a general feeling in the

Encampment that the skies are rapidly

brishteninsr for the Order. From nearly

every came reports of most

encouraging gains. The good, patient,

untiring work which has been done for

years is beginning to bear fruit. The

Order has demonstrated its right to live,

it has showed that it has the right ob-

jects and purposes, and the right kind

of men in it to carry out those pur-

poses. This is everything with an

Order, as it is with an individual, a

nnrnnration or an institution. Before

he or they can achieve success they

must earn success.

"We are now sanguine that the Sons

of Veterans has now started upon a

healthy, well-order- ed growth toward a

membership of 1,000,000, and we feel

that it should be the pleasure as well

as the duty of every comrade to do all

that he can to help it along.

No Order can have a better influence

upon the well-bein- g of the country than

the Sons of Veterans and

Wc can hove no belter friends than

our oim $on&

"INTIMIDATING W1TNKS5KS."

hi the reply of certain officials to the

G.A.R. National Committee'on Pensions,

which we publish this week, we think

that the former lay entirely loo much

stress upon the necessity of " protecting "

the witnesses for the Government. This

was part of the odious policy of Hoke

Smith and Lochren. They encouraged

all sorts of sneaking and anonymous at-

tacks upon the pensioners. No reason-

able man can understand why the pro-

ceedings in a pension case should be

made any more secret and inquisitorial

than those in a c'vil or criminal lawsuit
There is no reason why they should be

as much so.

The interests of justice would fre-quent- ly

seem to demand that secret

testimony be taken, and the witnesses

I protected against the vengeance of those

whose lives or liberty they may swear

away. But such inquisitorial methods

are always regarded as exceedingly
hostile to the genius of our institutions,

and unworthy of free, outspoken men.

The very fundamental law of our Gov-

ernment insists that every accused man

shall have the right of having every

man who has anything to say against
him be brouirht face-to-fac- e with him,

and having his allegations met on the

instant Why should not the pensioner

have precisely the same rights in de-

fense of his pension that every other
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American citizen enjoys with regard to

any accusation that may be made to his

injury? There is absolutely no reason

why he should not A man who is

afraid to make a charge openly is almost

ce?tainly a liar, and with equal certainty

is actuated by the meanest and most

unworthy motives.

Let us have all pension matters tried

in open court, with every material fact

or allegation spread upon the records.

Certainly, if the pensioners are anxious

for the fullest publicity, the Government

should not be reluctant The charge

against pensioners heretofore has been

that their claims would not bear full in-

vestigation. Now we have the accusers

of the pensioners trying to sneak'around

in the dark, with the pensioners demand-

ing the full light of day.

THE HAWAIIAN-JAPANES- E CONTKO-VEKS- Y.

The public mind may well become

befogged by the example of Asiatic di-

plomacy furnished by the correspond-

ence between Japan and Hawaii, and the

claims of the former Government for

damages for alleged wrongs against her
citizens. The facts in the case when

plainly staled are simple. In 1871 a

general commercial treaty was negotiated

between the then Kingdom of Hawaii
and the Empire of Japan. Nothing
was said about emigration, and the

Hawaiian planters assumed that the

rights of ingress and egress stood upon

ordinary grounds and without restriction.

They therefore contracted for Japanese
labor, but Japan, not wishing to en-

courage the migration of her people,

objected, and actually sent a naval vessel

to Hawaii and' gathered up her citizens

at work in the plantations and took

them home. This led to the making of

a new treaty, known as the " Labor Con-

vention," under the terms of which all

Japanese laborers in future should go

under contract with the Hawaiian Gov-

ernment, which thus became responsible

for their wages and their protection.

The planters who employed the labor
acted simply as the agents of the Ha
waiian Government

About two years ago Japan suddenly

changed her attitude on the emigra-

tion question and entered upon a

policy of encouraging it Then the

Japanese began to arrive in Hawaii in

such numbers that it was apparent to

the Honolulu Government that it would

be necessary to check the flood of

Asiatics for its own safety. A law was

passed, therefore, regulating immigra-

tion, copied after the general statute of

the United States, against contract,

criminal, and pauper classes. This the

Government claimed to have the right
to do under the " labor convention " on

the one hand, and under the admitted

right of nations to regulate immigration

on the oilier.

One clause of this law, which, by the

way, was general, and applied not to

Japanese alone, provided that all im-

migrants should come possessed of at
least $50. It was discovered that this
law was being violated and paupers
were being supplied with the $50 long
enough to land, when it was returned
to those engineering the swindle. Liti-

gation and prosecutions followed, and
immigrants were refused the riccht to

land. Upon Japan's protest the Ha-

waiian Government proposed to arbi-

trate the matter. The wily Asiatic re-

sponded that they would arbitrate, but
there must be no consideration as to

JHawaiia's claim to the right to reject
immigrants under the treaty, nor her
alleged right to investigate the violation

of the $50 provision of her immigration
law.

In other words, the two questions at
issue from the Hawaiian contention must
be barred.

To this the Hawaiian Minister of
Foreign Affairs responds by asking upon
what points did Japan propose to arbi-

trate.

The Hawaiian Government claims to

be exercising only her sovereign pre-

rogative to regulate the matter of im-

migration, and to owe nothing in the
way of damages to Japan or her subjects.

Let every comrade interest himself
in the great work of building up the
Sons of Veterans to 1,000,000' strong.
Ho can do nothing better for his couu-tr- y.

The comrades ha'ye to mourn the loss

of one of the best of women and one of

the best of friends.!) Mrs. E. Florence

Barker, who has just followed her gal-

lant husband to the. hither shore, was

alike admirable for her qualities of brain,

heart, and soul. Sh&lind quite unusual

mental powers, she had all the sweetness

and grace of the highest type of woman-

hood, and she was warmly devoted to

the veterans and their kin. The "W.R.C.

is a glorious monument to her, for no

woman in the country did more to de-

velop it and start it fairly and well

upon its grand work than Mrs. E.

Florence Barker. Her death is a per-

sonal loss to every veteran in the

country.
.

Why should the Pension Bureau be

more exacting as to evidence than is a

court of law ? No court stops to inquire

whether the witness was an oflicer or

not It accepts him as a man and an

American citizen who intends to tell the

truth and will tell it. It takes a great
deal to make a court presume that a

man is not telling the truth as to any

matter upon which he is testifying.

In spite of the predictions to the con-rar- y,

we expect the G.A.R. to take on

.a new growth, and possibly run up past

the 400,000 mark again. The hard
times were severe upon the G.A.R.

as upon all other organizations, but
now we expect to see tens of thousands

of veterans return U camp. There is

a great deal of good material yet for

the Posts to recruit from. Let them

start to work upon it.

PEfJSOpL

At tbo batllo of Jonesboro Gon. Henry R.
Miznur, than a Captain in tho 18th IT. S., mid
Colonel of tho 14th Mich., camo into possession
of n pair of spurs worn by Gen. D. C. Govan,
who commanded a rebel brigade in tho works.
Tho spurs wore very handsome, and had been
captured by Gen. Govan'a father in Mexico.
Last Spring Gen. Mizuer was particularly
pleased by a loyal speech- - made by Gen. Govan
at a Confederate Reunion, and wrote a letter
offering to return tho spurs. Tho letter took
a long tinio to icaeh Gen. Govan, because he
had loft his former home, having been ap-

pointed United Slate3 Indian Agent at Tulalip
Agency. When it did reach him ho wroto a
very friendly letter, accepting tho spur3 with
many compliments to tho gallantry of tbo
Union troops who stormed tbo rebel works at
Jonesboro, Sopt. 1, 1SG1.

Tho true-blue- , original' rebels in the South
are gotting very tired of Miss Winnie Davis's
indifference to posing as "the Daughter of tho
Confederacy" at rebel Reunions. As the
daughter of Jeff Davis, born during the war
in "tho Confederate 'WBite House" at Rich-

mond, she is a star attraction whenever she
chooses to go to any great gathering of the fol-

lowers of tbo Lo3fc Cause. Jiut Miss Davis
prefers to rcsido in New York City with her
mother during tbo Winter, and to spend her
Summers at Narragansctt Pier, or some other
pleasant Northern resort, to living in tho
South, and journeying hither and you to at-

tend Rounions. Roth aro generally indis-

posed whet) tboy aro desired to mako a journey
of several hundred miles to greet their ad-

mirers, and the Southern papers aro beginning
to grumble about tho monotony of these ill-

nesses occurring at most inconvenient times.
Possibly Mrs. Davis and her daughter have
learned something about tho real character of
tbo rebellion duriug tho years they have lived
in tho North, and arc disinclined to play tho
chief parts in a funeral whero tho death was
for tho benefit of tho world.

Maj. J. II. Reeves, of Newburg, N.Y., has
been appointed Chief of tbo Stamp Division,
Postoflico Department, at a salary of $2,250 por
annum, llo has a fine military record, having
enlisted in the 3d N. Y. April 19, 18R1, and
served through tho war, coming out Juno 2G,

18(S5, a3 it Captain and Rrevet Major, lie com-

manded his rogimont on occasions, and lost his
leg at tbo capture of Fort Fisher. Ho was
strongly backed by his old brigade commander

Gcn.,N. M. Curtis.
Col. George Rliss died at his Summer homo

at Wakefield, R. I., Sept. 2. He-- was G7 years
of age. He was Private Secretary to Gov. Mor-
gan at the outbreak of the war, and bocamo
Paymaster of the State. L:iter ho became
Captain in tbo 4th N. Y. 11. A., but was de
tailed on tbo staff of tho Governor, and then,
under the authority of the War Department,
organized tho 20th, 2Gth and. 31st U. S. 0. T.
He returned to the practice of tho law at tho
close of tho war, and won eminence in his pro
fession and in politics. He was tbo Govern-
ment's counsel in tho prosecution of tho Star
Route cases.

Commander William J. Porter, of Gen. J. R.
Kenley Post, Dopartmontof Maryland, isPolico
Judgo of Crisfield, Md.

Comrade George M. Ruck, Kalnniazoo, Mich.,
wlto served in Co. C, 20th Mich., is Circuit
Judge for tho Ninth Judicial Circuit of Michi-
gan.

Anyone who has ever s,een or heard tho old
Continental Drum Corps is not likely to forget
them. Not only their costume, hut their music
is of a date of a hundred years ago. Somo of
this little company of Jl4?gray-hairo- d, gray-bearde- d

men can carry their memories nearly
to tbo time of the Revolution. Thoy aro west-
ern New York men, and their aggregate ago is
7G1 years. From thoir dress, instruments and
tunes, one would think (IJicy must have formed
a psut of Gcorgo Washington's army, or been a
company of ini:iuto,;,nien from Concord or
Lexington, or musicians from old historic
Blinker Hill. This Continental Drum Corps
was organized in Sardinia, N. Y., about 21 years
ago. They adopted tjip.gld-fashionc- d uniform
of a three-cornere- d hat, surmounted with a
white plutno, a longicoat of blue with yellow
facings, blue trousers with yellow stripes down
tho side, and yellow leggings. The fifes and
drums aro of Revolutionary stylo. The oldest

"of this ancieut company is Edward Rawley,
past 90. Nathan Murphy is next in honor as
to ago, being nearly 90. Edwin Rico, S. H.
No.tt, Chester Fisk, and Fowler Mungcr are all
on the farthcrsido of 75. One would naturally
suppose that men of such advanced age would
ho unable to endure long marches, but, on the
contrary, they appear to bo tough old cam-

paigners. Tho faces of the drums used by tho
company have many dates and mimes written
on them, giving an interesting record of the
organization's service. Its members have
traveled all over tho country, and attended tho
G.A.R. Encampment every year.

THE 16Trj tfflTI0NfluJ:NCRPpriT.
Kilitorlnl rote.i.

My chief and only regret about the IGtli
National Encampment, S. of V., is that the
whole country, and particularly the Grand
Army of the Republic, could not have seen it
as I saw it. The country would have been
proud of it the Grand Army would have
been particularly proud of it. It was an as-

semblage of our representative sons the sons
of the men who fought for and saved the
country. I am an old newspaper man, and
accustomed to public assemblies of every
character, and I can say without the slightest
reservation that in all my life I never saw a
higher average of ability and character in
an assemblage. The men were all singularly
strong, able, high-minde- d, enthusiastically
devoted to the country, to the veterans of the
war and to the Order which they represented.
The speeches could not have been surpassed
anywhere not even in Congress. They were
all on the highest plane, yet practical and
earnest. The glorious future of the Order is
assured by being in the hands of such men.

The net results of the legislation in the
Encampment may be summed up thus:

1. The Constitution, Rules and Ritual will
remain substantially as they are. Amend-
ments will be made in minor details, and
improvements wherever there is good reason
for improvement, but the general form and
idea will be preserved.

2. The widest liberty will be granted in-

side the observance of the fundamental prin-

ciples of the Order. All but the essential
portions of the Ritual may be omitted by
Camps choosing to do so.

3. The same liberty is extended as to the
formation of Camps. They may become
rigidly military, with the arms, drill and dis-

cipline of the Regular Army; they may have
a military company and a non-milita- ry sec-

tion in the same Camp, or they may become as
wholly civilian as the .Sons of the Revolution
or the Loyal Legion. They may range all the
way, as their members wish, from being a
company in the National Guard to a patriotic
dining or reading club. They may have in-

surance features or they may not. After fulfill-
ing the grand objects of the Order in assisting
the Grand Army of the Republic and inculca-
ting loyalty, the members are free to organize
their Camps as they please. They can decide
to wear the full uniform, or merely the plain
badge of the Order. This is felt to lie wise.
The main tiling is to bring the sons of veter-

ans into the Order, and make them feel a com-

munity of interest. On the broad basis of
the Order's fundamental principles and obli-

gations they am take any form that will
please their taste.

There was a very animated discussion over
the raising the per capita tax to 20 cents, and
some of the very ablest speeches made in the
Encampment were for or against tbe proposi-
tion. The result was that the tax remains at
the present figure 1G cents.

Commander-in-Chi- ef Rake made an ideal
presiding officer. He is a thorough parlia-

mentarian, courteous, but quick and firm.
He had every item of business well in band,
and kept things constantly moving. He is in
the prime of health and manhood, and the
country will hear much more of him in the
next ihw years. This will not lie through
his own ambitions and self-seekin- g, but be-

cause he lias .qualities of leadership which
other men seek for, and which will bring him
to the front.

The result o Hie election will be generally
satisfactory. The new Commander-in-Chi- ef

is the son of a veteran of the famous Vermont
Brigade, and a young man of energy of char-
acter, education, and pleasing address. He
is devoted to the Order. The other officers
are of similar character and the staff appoint-
ments are of young men who are capable and
energetic, and will work with zeal for the
npbuilding of the Order. A brilliant admin-
istration and a great growth of the Order
are expected for the coming year.

Adj't-Ge- n. II. H. Hammer carries the
smallest proportion of body to brains of any
member of the National Encampment. Physi-

cally he is very small, but if his body were
in tbe same scale as his mind he would have
to buy two seats in a street car. Long ago
he made a reputation as Adjutant of the
Pennsylvania Division, and bis reports were
taken as models by tbe rest of the Divisions,'
who might imitate but never excel them.
Those who keep informed as to matters
within the Order were therefore prepared for
the excellent work he has done in his year of
service as Adjutant-Genera- l. It simply could
not have been bettered. Adj't-Ge- n. 1 rammer
finds congenial use for his talents fulfilling
the important and exacting duties of the
oflice of City Clerk of Reading, Pa.

The Commander-in-Chie- f was greatly as-

sisted in his multifarious duties and the pro-

ceedings at all times facilitated by the tact
and helpfulness of Inspector-Gener- al Arthur
B. Spink, of Rhode Island. He is a model
Staff officer, fully informed as to what is to
be or should be done, and on the alert to do
it the best way.

One of the strongest men in the Order is
Quartermaster-Genera- l Loebenstein. He is a
business man of high abilities, and has de-

voted himself for years to the interests of the
Order. His accounts, reports and financial
management have been the subject of warm
admiration by all who have studfed them.

Lieut Asa W. Jones, of Ohio, and
Colonel of the Ohio Division, received marked
attention in thi Encampment. He is a man
whose appearance impresses everyone. He
is of largt-- , powerful build, and has a strong
face. Jle speaks slowly and very distinctly,
and his words are always weighty. He is
regarded as one of the sagesl counselors in
the Order.

The Sons all feel a particular pride in Sen-

ator John M. Thurston, of Nebraska. He is
thoroughly one of them, heartily joins in
all that concerns them, sits in their gather-
ings with them, and takes a deep interest in
all that goes on, though he rarely speaks on
any subject. His brilliant abilities and distin-
guished position are regarded as, in a way,
possessions of the Order, and he is a brother
they can all point to with sincere pride.

Senior Kennedy
had all his recommendations turned down.
All the same they were good recommendations
and he set a good example of a Senior

who had ideas of his
own and was ready to urge them.

Indianapolis is a beautiful city with wide,
clean streets, kindhy-nianncre- d, hospitable
people, and excellent hotels. The Soldiers'
Monument is a uniquely-attractiv- e creation.
It has many features not found in any, and
shows great originality in conception. The
great gush of turquoise-tinte- d water at its
base is particularly a stroke of original genius,
that fascinates the observer more than any
artistic ornamentation could do.- - On the
east and west sides gush foith in great vol-

ume flows of water about 20 feet broad,
which foam over the stone layera for several
feet, and finally settle down into large, rip-
pling pools, inclosed in cut stone, and so
deep that the bottom cannot be seen. The
color of the water is very peculiar. It is a
stiong but vciy light ultramarine, or lapis-lazul- i,

and Mooks particularly cool, refresh-
ing, and inviting, particularly on hot, dry,
dusty days, such as prevailed during the
National Encampment.

The Stale House is another glory of
Indianapolis. It is simply a magnificent
building one of the very finest in the
country stately in its outside appearance,
lasleful, elegant and complete internalh'.
"Wherever the 03Te turns it is rich, fine, and in
excellent tsiste, and the Indiauians are fond
of reminding the visitor that " it was built
within the appropriation." Ic cost 31,050,-00- 0,

and it appears that every dollar was
well expended. -

BipiSrHpIRfi F50JTIE5 TROUBLE

The Uprising of the Mahometan Eillsmen on. the Afghan

Border.

The Origin of the Anglo-Afgha- n Complication The Embarrassing Situation of
Great Britain in Asia The Strategical Importance of the Passes Tho
Outlook.
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A great deal has been published recently
concerning an uprising upon the frontier be-
tween northwestern India and Afghanistan,
and inasmuch as the end of this matter does
not seem to have been reached, we print a
map of the region, which it will be well for
our readers to preserve, to assist a correct
comprehension of future events. The bound-
ary between the British possessions in India
and the Afghans is marked by the loftiest
mountain chain in the world, cut at intervals
by very difficult passes, through which com-
munication is possible only over mere caravan
trails. The most important of these pas-e- s

arc the Khylwr, which leads to Knbul from
the cast and the Bolan Pass leading up into
Afghanistan by Kandahar and Qnettn.

The recent disturbance on the frontier has
occurred in the hills about Khyberand Kohat
Passes, where there has been an uprising of
a warlike tribe of hillsmen called the Afridis.
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These people are Mahometans, and are led
by a religious fanatic known as "the Mad
Mullah." who has been preaching a holy war
and destruction to the infidels. The Afridi
warriors are well armed with modern rifles,
and number, it is stated, about (50,000 fight-
ing men. They have been able to seize and
hold the two forts which guard the Khyber
Pass and cut off the road into Afghanistan
in this district. The results of this uprising
are very serious, and many complications are
possible before the matter is wound up. It
is necessary, on the one hand, that for the
preservation of its prestige the Anglo-India- n

Government should chastise the rebellious
tribesmen, but, on the other hand, there are
not only the Afridis to deal Avith but the
attitude of the Ameer of Afghanistan is ex-

tremely doubtful, the agency of Russia is an
unmeasured factor, and the situation in Tndia
itself is far from satisfactory.

The trouble over this boundary dates back
to 188-1- . During that year the British Home
Government was immersed in serious do-

mestic and foreign troubles. Ireland was in
a state of practical revolt; an army of 33,000
men, besides the constabulary, was stationed
there to preserve order and suppress an up-

rising, constantly feared as the result of the
agragrian agitation. The Government also
had a rebellion on its hands in Egypt, result-
ing in a loug line of disasters, culminating in
the annihilation of the British forces under
Hicks ; the campaign against Arabi Pasha; the
unsuccessful expedition against Khartoum :
the sacrifice of Gordon ; the abandonment of
the Soudan, and complications with France
arising out of her jealousy at the British as-

sumption of primary interest in Eirypt.
Russia, taking advantage of British em-

barrassment, began a bold advance into Asia
to the south and east of the Caspian Sea. A
great fleet of transports was built on the
Caspian, a military depot Avas established at
Michaelovsk, and the Transcaspian road was
pushed on toward the Oxus. The British
Government protested against the Russian
advance toward the Afghan frontier, and,
finally, about the close of 183-1-, a joint com-

mission was established to survey a bound-
ary between Russian and Afghan territory.
Months were consumed in accomplishing
nothing, and, finalby, at the reqnest of Rus-

sia, the commission was withdrawn. In 18d5
Russia was all the year busily engaged in
pushing troops southward until it was
stated that a force of no less than 220,000
men of all arms had been concentrated south
of the Caucasus, and practically threatened
India. The British Government's protests
AVere met with the statement that the Russian
authorities bad been requested to move troops
into this region to protect the native villages
in northern Afghanistan against marauders,
and when this Avas shown to be a groundless
claim, Russia then presented the exense that
she could not withraw her forces without loss

of prestige.
Russia having taken possession finally of

Herat, in the heart of Afghanistan, the Brit-

ish moved north a force of .some 23,000 men
through Kandahar to oppose Russian aggres-
sion, and in May, 18d(J, the Anglo-India- n

army, coming face to face with an overwhelm-
ing force of Russians supported by Turcoman
cavalry, suffered disastrous defeat and fell
back to Kandahar, which, in turn, was aban-
doned alow days later, leaving the Muscovites
planted iinnly upon the very borders of
India, and practically in possession ofAfgfNn-ista- n.

" "While the diplomatic negotiations and
military and naval preparations of Gieat
Britain for a life-and-dea- th struggle resulted,
in tho practical Avithdrawal of Russia from
Afghanistan still, the situation has never been
satisfactory from that day to this, nor have
English statesmen breathed easily abont the
northwestern lionticr and the machinations

of Russia in Central Asia. Ever since the
period alluded to there has lieen a constant
state of apprehension in the British mind and
a dread of the day that is to come.

For some years, however, Knssia has com-

mitted no act of open aggression npon tho
Indian frontier, but has contented herself by
bnsily pushing her Traus-rfiberia- n railroad,
looking to the establishment of a base upon
the Pacific Ocean, and incidentally chiselling;
off big chunks from the Chinese frontier from
time to time. Her attitude in the far East,
however, has not been reassnring to the Brit-
ish.

The Ameer of Afghanistan has, whether
innocently or with malice aforethought, con-
tributed largely to the present complications
by the publication of a book. The Toyal
author has pnt out a little volume, printed
partly in Persian and partly in Arabic, treat-
ing of the Jehad or hoiy war, the effect of
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which has been greatly to excite the Mussul-
man mind against Christians. In this book
the faithful are exhorted ncA'er to turn their
backs to the infidels, nnless it be to reinforce
and assist another line of Moslems who are
facing the Christian enemy. The wrath of
future perdition is leveled at tho.--e avIio fail
to meet death, if necessary, fighting for their
religion, and those avIio die in the cause are
promised all the blessings of the Mahom-
etan heaven. '"The Mad Mnllah," it i3
alleged, has been circulating this book and
preaching from it to incite the Afridis to the
present insurrection.

The sitnation in India itself is no small
canse for alarm to the English Government.
There are rumors that the Sikhs, who have
always been the backbone of British power
in India, are at last mnttering with discon-
tent against English rule. The people of
Rajapootna are also said to be disaffected.
These reports may avcII cause nneasiness when
it is remembered that England ha3 not
sufficient white troops to govern the millions
of India in case of an insurrection, and mnst
depend npon loyal natives. It Avas by the
valor and fidelity of the Sikhs that she sup-

pressed the Sepoy mutiny in lr37, and eA-e-
r

since they have been her reliauce. The
Ghnrkas of Nepaul are being pressed for-

ward to meet the Afridis in the present
emergency,-bu- t these people cannot be relied
upon should the Sikhs and all the hordes of
the Punjaub fail.

The causes of disaffection in India at this
time are many. There is the disastrous famine
and the attendant plague, and the additional
embarrassment arising from a financial crisis.
For centuries silver has been the money of
India, and for generations, and perhaps cen-

turies, millions upon millions of this metal
have been absorbed annually and horded by
the Hindoos, avIio regard silver coin and
jewelry as the most precious form of Avealth.
The enormons decline in the value of silver
dnring the past five years, the closing of the
Indian mints to free coinage, and the con-

sequent shrinkage in values in all property
have led to dissatisfaction and hardships,
always and inevitably incident the Avorld
OA-e- whenever radical monetary changes
occur.

The loss of Khyber Tass itself canses serious
industrial inconvenience. By this defile the
wool that comes from Afghanistan to supply-India-n

mills is transported, and all the com-

merce to the north, amounting to millions a
year, is carried on by camel trains. Not only
is there- - a loss of trade, but the mills need
the wool.

All these unfavorable circumstances have
conduced to add to the cares of tbe British
Government, and to Avell-nig- h produce a panic
of apprehension abont the future.

Snch is the situation. Avhich is liable any
day to enhuinate in a tremendous conflict, in
Avhich the very possession of India itself by
Great Britain and the domination of Russia
in Asia avIII be the stake for Avhich the mili-

tary giants Avill struggle.

Tost Commander Manley "Wren, of the
Missouri Division, had an unpleasant experi-
ence on his way to the Encampment. "While
transferring from one train to another in
Chicago, Avith only five minutes in Avhich to
go some distance, a shooting scrape took, place
in front of a saloon by which he Avas hurry-
ing. The police swooped down, and arrested
everybody near. It Avas live hours before
"Wren was released, and that was why he was
Into at the Encampment.
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There ought to be a lesson taught to those
speakers who will persist in addressing the
Chair as "Mr. Commander," "Sir Com-

mander," etc. The only proper thing ia
simply "Commander-in-Chief,"- " and any-

thing else grates on the car.


